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In the mid-19th century, the ethnic communities
living in Gyumri had their own neighborhoods:
“Boshi Mayla” (Gypsy neighborhood), “Slobodka”
(Russian neighborhood), “Frankneri Mayla” (Catholic
neighborhood). These names reflected the ethnicity,
religion, or occupation of the people living there.
Many of these neighborhoods exist to this day.
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Friday GU pnpw’ pwithwnwwu: Fnpwubinp 1828-hu
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M T W T F S 5 punnL:
1.2 3 4 In the 11th-12th centuries, a branch of the

Gypsies settled in the Armenian Highlands

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 and, adopting Christianity with an Armenian
interpretation, formed the ethnic group of the
Armenian Gypsies. Since the 19th century, they

1213 14 15 16 17 18 have been called Bosha, meaning wanderers.
The Boshas were resettled in Alexandrapol
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 in 1828. Today, they live in the Boshi Mayla

district of Gyumri.
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Bosha, 19th century
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«Uinpnnywu» hwpnun gwpunwnpwwbnwlyuwu
dwnwugnteniu niutignn pwnwdwu £: 1804-1805 pp.,

tipp uyuytig Unwoht nnwu-wwpuwlwt wwunbpwadp,

nnuwwu gnppbipp dnwtu Chpwy, untinstight hptiug
npphYy pwnwdwup, npu wujwubghu «Uinpnnw:
dwdwuwyh pupwgpntd «Unpnnwu» yapwsytig
«Umpnr}Mwh»:
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“Slobodka” is a district with a rich architectural
heritage. In 1804-1805, when the First Russo-
Persian War began, Russian troops entered Shirak
and created their own small district, which they
called “Sloboda.” Over time, “Sloboda” turned into
“Slobodka.”
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On October 4, 1837, in the presence of Tsar Nicholay
I, the foundation of the Church of the Holy Martyr
Empress Alexandra was laid on the territory of the
fortress. The church was intended for 800 soldiers.
Nicholay | donated the icon created by Karl Bryullov
to the church. On May 25, 1918, the church was
destroyed and was rebuilt only in 2009. Today, icons
donated by the President of the Russian Federation,
the Patriarch of All Russia and the Catholicos of All
Armenians are kept there.
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puwlyhs Uypuinhs Mnnnujwiup: Ubptuwu 1980-wlwuubphu the city's resident Mkrtich Poghosyan. In the 1980s,
hwjinuh nwpédwy wdpnne Uhnigjniunid: «Lauhiwwiup» the car gained fame throughout the Soviet Union.
hwwpdws £ «dnigu» W funphpnwjht wy deptuwubph Built on the chassis of a “Volga” and other Soviet
hhdph Ypw, duwgwsép untinsdti E Jupwbinp: «LEuhuwlwu»  vehicles, the rest of the limousine was entirely crafted
(hunighup wwhwwuyt b dhusl opu b gipwquiug by Poghosyan himself. Remarkably, the “Leninakan”
Jhdwynud k: has been preserved in excellent condition to this day.
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Unwoht unnwpunwih pulytipnieggniuutinhg
dtiyp’ «Pywjhu danwput dwuwwwnh»

hwj-shuwwu Yuwnpnup

One of the first startups, the Armenian-
Chinese Center for the Digital Silk Road

A| | Ardshinbank

Lwnwpu wwpnd b wwwauwyny: Snidipnt wpjundwup
Jwpnn E nwnuw| tynpunwdwu: Uju 21 hw-h ypw Yihubu
Jwuws nnwnwépubin W SS unwnuwih puytipnigyniututinh
ghwnhutip:

The city is living with an eye on the future. The
outskirts of Gyumri could become an eco-district.
On these 21 hectares, there will be green spaces and
zones for IT startup companies.

peoy |is [eubia
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Qynudpnt wwwigwjh dby wy bwhiwghs b «Pupbywdnigywu
wyghux»: Uju Yhuh opowuh wdbuwghy wyghu: Uowyytint

b wrwownbd inbihuuninghwutinny, hwadh tu wrtybint
pwnuwpwhuntpjwu unpwanyu dhunnwdubipp:

Another project shaping the future of Gyumri is

the “Friendship Park.” Set to become the region’s
premier park, it will be designed using cutting-edge
technologies and aligned with the latest trends in
urban development.

weeap!
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Qnudphnud «Udbphljwt punwdwu» b Yurnigytint
wdbiphyjwu wpjwnpdwuubnph ophuwyny: Lwpuwaghsu
hpwlwuwgynid £ «EYynpwnwputinh 2huwpwnniginius
Spwgnny: Chuptinp Yywrenigybu pwun wpwg, Yyptu SIP
Jwhwuwyubip, Ynubuwu hwuinwwnniu wdpniejniu, pwndn
tubipquuwpnyniuwytinnie)niu:

Gyumri will soon feature an "American District,”
inspired by the design of U.S. suburbs. Developed
under the "Eco-Cities Construction” program, the
project will use SIP panels for rapid construction. The
buildings will be durable, energy-efficient, and built
to last.

oyuruwnAb
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Bosch Ytugwnuijht tnbhuuhlywu’ inubipnud, Yndhunnb doors.
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Lwnuwph tytintghutiph dbé dwup Ywrenigh Gu
hwdpwnniejniuutipp, npnup wywnhynpbu dwutwygh)
GU pwnwph dowyniewihtu W hngunp pninp Spwgntiphu:
Rwdpwnnigjniuutinh wphtuwnwynputpp dhown wuydwn
GU wphuwwnt), pwuh np wyn wahuwwnwupp uppwqwu
wwnuwlwunteintu Gu hwdwnb:

Most of the city’s churches were built by the
“"hamkarars”, who actively participated in all the
city’s cultural and spiritual programs. “Hamkarars”
craftsmen always worked for free, as they considered
this work a sacred duty.
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Uwuywn Mbwnbppnipgh Ynuubpdunnphwih rtyunnn,
Yndwnghwnnp U. Qugniungu Ujipuwunp Iwynpjwupu
PWhiwudwaght wnwewnynid Ep Ynuubpdunnphw
punntuytil, uwlwju bw puinpbig ghunneyniup: Ouydti b
1890-hu, Ultpuwunpwuwnnwd: Uwpunb b Nawnpngpwnh
wnhunbhuuhlwlwu huunhwnnunp, npuntin nunwuwuhpnd
tp pGpdnnhuwdhyw W dGhuwuhlyw: Iwynpjwup Gplwuh
wnihunbhuuhlwlwu huunhununh hhduwnhputiphg £
Uhwdwdwuwy ntywdwnpbing tiptip wdphnu' w nwpat b
Ruwjywywu U wnweht wwntdhynuutinhg dbyp:

Al | Ardshinbank

The rector of the St. Petersburg Conservatory,
composer A. Glazunov, personally urged Alexander
Hakobyan to enroll in the conservatory, but he
chose the path of science instead. Born in 1890

in Alexandrapol, Hakobyan graduated from the
Petrograd Polytechnic Institute, where he studied
thermodynamics and mechanics. He became

one of the founders of the Yerevan Polytechnic
Institute and, while heading three departments
simultaneously, earned recognition as one of the first
academicians of the Armenian SSR.
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£ nhphdnp Lnphu Bquwnpjwp: Gpypwawndhg

htiunn hwjwpyws dhongutipnny Uwbuwnpnu punwpnid
hhdutig Updtuinh wlwnbdhw, npuintin gnpénid Gu
Unuubipquwunnphwih, Puwwnpnuh b yhungh huunhwnnunh,
Qtinwpytunh wlywnbdhwih dwuuwdnintnp: Lnphu
Bsquwynpjuup dnwdipnt wwundwynp pwnwpwgh k:
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“The land of Gyumri is the cradle of Armenian
culture,” said conductor Loris Chgnavoryan. With the
funds collected after the earthquake, the Maestro
founded the Academy of Arts in the city, where

the branches of the Conservatory, the Institute of
Theater and Cinema, and the Academy of Fine Arts
operate. Loris Chgnavoryan is an honorary citizen of
Gyumri.
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Ltinuwjwuh «Snwdwnnhy» $hidh giruwgnp htpnuutiph dh dwuhu
dwpduwynnbip Gu ny wpndbiuhnuw| nGpwlwwnwputip: Ophuwy’ Unwdh
nbpp Yuwnwpb b Ynpywwn-aduwdnpnn Udtuinhp @unpgjuiup: Upwdh
pulytp Uwpnjh nbipp dwpduwdnpnn Updbu Ujdwgyuup ghtwpwp bp:
Ayninh glinbgynthh Uunigh nbipnd uywpwhwudb) b hwupwhuwuntsh
Jwdwnnn Ywphub bwunwujwup:

Some of the key roles in Keosayan's film “The Men" were played
by non-professional actors. For instance, the role of Aram was
portrayed by Avetik Gevorgyan, a shoemaker and designer. Armen
Ayvazyan, a builder, played Aram’s friend Sako, while Anush was
brought to life by Karine Khandanyan, a store saleswoman.
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Pinuwjwuh «Snwdwnpnhy» phidnad hugnid & «Rwdhu Keosayan's film “The Men" features the folk song
quitw» dnnnypnwluwt tpgp: Shidnid wju Yuwnwpnud “Kamin Zana.” In the film, it was performed by

b 2hquipfuwujwuh Ypnws hbpnup' wnwduwpnyd Dzhigarkhanyan's character, dentist Ghazaryan. This
Awqupywup: Uju bpgp dbs dnnndpnwwunigyniu Jujtilig,  song became very popular, but few people know
uwlwju pskipp ghwntiu, np Rhguippuwujwuh hnpuwptu that Keosayan sang it instead of Dzhigarkhanyan,
tingh| £ Ltnuwjwup, ptl hwjtinbu gptipt sghuntip, even though he barely knew Armenian, because he
npnyhtinnb wwpb W dbswgtbi fp Uhphpnud: had lived and grown up in Siberia.

A| | Ardshinbank
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wuunynp b Jwr nbunnuwu (nsnwdubipny, hwdwhu hp for his strikingly original visual style, often drew
nipwnnnieintup ullbrnud Ep Iwjwuwnwuh phs hwjunuh inspiration from Armenia’s lesser-known corners. For
wuyniuutiph Ypw: Ophuwy’ «Unipwdh wdpngh (Ggbunps» instance, he filmed several scenes of “The Legend of
$hpdh dh pwuh wnbuwpwuubp uwpwhwub § Chpwyh Suram Fortress” in the village of Amasia, nestled in

g «Uninwdh wdpngh (Ggtiunp» $hivhg dwpgh Udwuhw gyninnud, Thpwyh Gruwonpuwih Grubpnd: — the Shirak Mountains of Shirak Province.

An episode from the movie “The Legend of
Suram Fortress”

A| | Ardshinbank
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Ynwuwph Grwprhyp Ywdnipgp: Uhpwiuh
«Chnpwy» gppnud Upynud £, np 1873-hu
wyu Ywrnigti £ «4nudptipgh» Untithwunu
Uuwuhlywugp:

The Krasar three-span bridge. Alishan’s book
“Shirak” mentions that it was built in 1873 by
Stepanos Ananikyants, a “Kyumret” resident.

A| | Ardshinbank

Chpwynud wdnipoubip Ywrnignn Juwnwbuubpp fununtu
wywunnype ntuthu: Lpwup wnwehuu thu wugunwd hpkiug
Yurnigws Yudpgh pwyny, nph tnwy Ywugund Enp
Yupwtinh punwhpp:

The master builders of Shirak had a striking tradition:
they would be the first to cross any bridge they
constructed, while their families stood under it.

nusmauiuinds we



INYUSEUREr
OCTOBER

13

Yhpwyh

Sunday

& & 2 3 0Nh C 4

M T W T F S 5
1 2 3 4

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

Qynwdpnig dnwn 40 Yu htirwynpniejwdp gunuynn,
3wrhdwywupp Ywrnigyws b dwyrh ypw: Nwhwwudb b

uh htitnwppppwownd wjwunwaonnyg: Uh wppwjwnniawnp,

thwhugkiiny ubioniyutiphg, pwpuyti b Juuph dwwnnienid:
Gpp UpwU hbnwwunnnutipp thnpab| Bu dwwnnie dnub),
hpwop E Ywuwnwnpyb: dwjep Gpynt dwuh £ pwdwudyt),

U dwunniep duwgh) b Yyninpdws pynph ypw' thpytiing
wnoywu: Ppwlywund quwupwup dwjrhg wugwunyb b
dhguwnwpnid’ nidtin Gpypwawpdh htinbwupny:

A| | Ardshinbank

Located about 40 km from Gyumri, Harichavank

is built on a rock. There is an interesting legend:

a princess, fleeing from the Seljuks, hid in the
monastery chapel. When her pursuers tried to enter
the chapel, a miracle occurred. The rock split in two,
and the chapel remained on the broken fragment,
saving the girl. In fact, the hermitage was separated
from the rock in the Middle Ages as a result of a
strong earthquake.
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Anuiphnud wphbuwnh qununupputipp hwjnptiphg npnhubiphu
thu thnpuwiugynid upwiug' 13 nwpbwu nwruwinig htinn:

Uphbutnwungubinnd wpwlybpunutpu wugunud thu 1.5-10
wuhu thnpadwapowu: Upwytipunht nwuwnhwpwynid thu
npuwtiu punwuhph wunwdh. yupwbup hwpuwuhputiph
dwdwuwy hwdwhu Ep nwrund unpuwuwyutiph
huwgpwidnnp, wytih nip" upwig tpGhuwtbnh Yupwhwpp:
Uju wjwunnyep thnpuwugynid Ep ubipuntiubipniun:

In Gyumri, the secrets of the craft were passed down
from fathers to sons after they turned 13. In the
workshops, students underwent a probationary
period of 1.5-10 months. The student was raised as

a member of the family: the master often became
the godfather during their weddings, and later the
godfather of their children. This tradition was passed
down from generation to generation.



INYUSEUREr

OCTOBER
Entipawipeh
Tuesday
E & 2 3 0 T U
M T W T F S S
12 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 05
26 27 28 29 30 31

A| | Ardshinbank

Ubpuwunpwwnip Ywpnn tp nweuw) Unwehu
Rwupwwbitnniejwt giruwynp hwugnygp, uwwju dh ywng
wwindwneny wwnpuytig Ephywuhu: Ukpwnind quinqugwsd
Ep dwunbwyunnipwhtt wpunwnpnieginiup, dhusntin
wwwu quipgugws Ephjwunid wpnbu qupgwuntd thu
Yuwwhwnwhunwlwu hwpwptpnuegniuutin:

Alexandrapol could have become the main hub of
the First Republic, but it lost to Erivan for a simple
reason. Manufacturing production was developed in
Alexandrapol, while capitalist relations were already
developing in the less developed Erivan.



INYUSEUREr

OCTOBER

2npbpowpeh

Wednesday

& & 2 3 0Nh C 4

M T W T F S 5
12 3 4

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Qynwdpht uwle 20-pn nwiph 1970-wwuutinh

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 wdblwdwuwsws $nunpnihuinh hwpwouwn punwpu
L Luntu baunnjuup U3V sdwhntu W qudwpwyhp bp:
Lw bpbip wuqwd hwjnuyt b vnphpnuwihtu Upniegjwu 33

26 27 28 29 30 31 s e 2 U dusde s
huwnh 2unphhy tn, np «Upwpwwnp» 1973-hu W 1975-hu
hwnpbg PUIU wnwunieniund b ujwdtg qulwpen:

A| | Ardshinbank
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Gyumri is also the hometown of the most famous
football player of the 1970s of the 20th century.
Levon Ishtoyan was a champion and cup winner of
the USSR. He was included in the list of the 33 best
football players of the Soviet Union three times. It
was largely thanks to his play that Ararat won the
USSR championship and the cup in 1973 and 1975.
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wugnd b Yuwnwpynd Yupniyhu bW wpwghtu: Uygkiing,

Sdwywy Undwppwitjw, «jninwlw wuwp» Gynwiph’ pninpp uipnn Bu hwqub] wjwunwlwt tnwpuwg b

wwpbi| inbinwghubiph htiwn:

Hmayak Artsatbanyan, "Rural Dance"

A| | Ardshinbank
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Gyumri has its own traditional dance, Gyumri trngi. It
is performed in traditional costume (chukha) to the
accompaniment of dhol and hormon. Gyumri trngi is
an elegant dance, during which there is a transition
from slow and proud movements to sharp and fast
ones. When visiting Gyumri, everyone can wear
traditional costume and dance with the locals.
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The cultured residents of Alexandrapol took great pride
in keeping up with European fashions. Their wealth
and refined taste were reflected in the materials and
craftsmanship of their jewelry, clothing, and household
furnishings.

Ywpngbiu Uniptiujwug, «4ung nhdwulwn»

Portrait of a Woman, Vardges Surenyants
1893

A| | Ardshinbank
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hGunlnwd Ehu GYpnwywwiu unpwalingejwun,
npp nwrund Ep upwug Ywuph dh dwup:
CUJI’_‘LU[B Uwlwju wjwunwywu npn2 wwpwawubp
Saturday slnnpgphu hpkiug dgnnwwtnyggniup U
wwhwwuytight, ophuwl' dbrwgnps

6 6 2 3 N € Y duwitywlubipp U wubnuwgnns
EERARRERER - Uwhupwlwnptinp, npnnugny quipnunntd
thtu qgliunubinu ntubippuwgabtiunp:
1.2 3 4 Yapdwyh nLubppuwqgbun duwynpnnh
dwutwghwnnipniuubipp nwpdwu fuhun
56 7 8 9 10 1 wpnhuiuu:

The women of Alexandrapol closely
followed European fashion, which
became a part of their lives. However,
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 some traditional accessories did not
lose their appeal and were preserved,
for example, the handmade lace and
embroidered patterns with which
they decorated their dresses and
underwear. The professions of tailor
and underwear designer became very
modern.

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

26 27 28 29 30 31

Uitipuwnpuiwnih wnohlutinp, 19-pn nuiph
yting-20-pny nuiph uljhgp

The Girls of Alexandrapol, late 19th-early
20th century

Al | Ardshinbank




INUSEUREr
OCTOBER

Sunday

& & 2 3 0h C

M T W T F S
1 2 3

12 13 14 15 16 17

19 20 21 22 23 24

26 27 28 29 30 31 Gnudpbignt wjwunwywu Ynahyp npbpuu bp: The traditional shoe of the town resident was the
Muwwnpwuwnnd Ehu pungnp tinobipwynp wuwuntuh Ynwhun trekh. It was made from a single piece of coarse
Yuwayh vty Yunphg' ppnt Yud Yoyt pnintipny: Udtu cattle hide, with wool or leather straps. Each region
2powuntd Yup pnintipp wipbfup dhony wiuglwgutint had a special way of threading the straps through
hwunnty Gnwuwy: Uyu Ynphyubiphg hwgund Ep wdpnne the trekh. These shoes were worn by the entire rural
yninuiuit puwysnipyniup’ wulwpu twphphg: Uju population, regardless of age. These footwear went

nunuwdwuubipp Yaugwnhg nnipu Glwu 1930-wlwuubipht:  out of fashion in the 1930s.
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Aynwiphnud rnp Yw: The Bambir-p $njp-nnp tpwdanwywu There is rock music in Gyumri. “Bambir” is a folk-rock
funwip E: Uju gnynigyniu niup Gpyne ubpunnd. Gpypnpnnud band that spans two generations—the second
udwgnud Bu 1970-wlwuubphu Ynudphnud funwdpp hhduws generation is composed of the sons of the original
Gpwdhpwnutinh npnhubipp: funwipp 1970-wlwuubphu musicians who founded the band in Gyumri in the
Yuwnwpnud Ep hupuwnhw unbindwanndnugniuutin, 1970s. Back then, the band performed original
wywunwywu hwylwywu Gngtip, YUndhinwuh dwdwuwywyhg  compositions, traditional Armenian songs, modern
gnpshpwynpnudutip W dhouwnwinjuu huwyywywu arrangements of Komitas, and medieval Armenian
Gpwdainnieiniu, niunh fonphpnuwghu Uhniegniund dwtwsytg music, earning recognition as one of the best rock
npuybu wywgnyu pnp fudptiphg dayp: bands in the Soviet Union.
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Snigwuwy Ynwdpnt pbuptinhg Uty wwwnhu A sign on the wall of one of the buildings in Gyumri.
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3nipwpwiugnip gynidptigh ghinh Uiptipun Uynungjwuh

«Ubip dwuynipjwt tnwugnu» $hidh wywwnaqudpp: Uju
Unsynid £ «dwnbid-dwpbiv»: Shidnd Unbp Uypungjwiuh
htpnup gtiptiyu wugunwd £ ywwnpqudph Ynnpny b
wnbuuntd, np (nyup Jurws £ Ujund £ Yungp twpuwunb
npw hwdwn: b ywwnwupuwt' Yottt wundd £ «unigbd®
Yywrbd, Ynigbd' Ydwnpbids: Mwwnpqudph hhduwywu dwup
Yurnigyti| £ 1895 pwlwuhu: Chupp wwunwubip b hwjnuh
Jwdwnwlwuutip funjtigjwuubphu:

Every Gyumri resident knows the balcony from Albert
Mkrtchyan'’s film “The Tango of Our Childhood.” It is
called "varem-marem.” In the film, Mher Mkrtchyan'’s
hero passes by the balcony during the day and sees
that the light is on. He begins to scold his wife for it.
In response, the wife replies: I can light it or put it
out, as | please.” The main part of the balcony was
built in 1895. The building belonged to the famous
merchants Khoyetsyans.
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12 13 14 15 16 17 «Uupwgwunntith £ hd Yuwp nwdpne htin: Uw hwpgquiuph "My connection with Gyumri is inexplicable. This is
wninp b dbs Undhunwuhu, anu® Snudpniu, wnnep' a tribute to the great Komitas, an ode to Gyumri,
19 20 21 22 23 24 Pwnapjwihu, npny juunpnud GU nnnpdwé |hub Snwdpnt a prayer to the Almighty, with which I ask to have
hwunbiw, ophunteiniu’ hd dnnnypnhu, hd hwypbuhphus: mercy on Gyumri, a blessing to my people, my
Jwudhy Mwwywu, owtpwihu Gpgsnihh, Gynuipne homeland.” Hasmik Papyan, opera singer, honorary
26 27 28 29 30 31 wwwnydwynp pwnwpwgh citizen of Gyumri.

wudhy Nwuywuh hwdbpgp nwdpne
Up Uuindwdwdhu (3np Ytpp) Gytntgnud

Hasmik Papyan’s concert at Gyumri's Holy
Mother of God (Seven Wounds) Church
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Avetik Isahakyan was born on October 30, 1875 in
Alexandrapol. “Let this be good news not only for my
family,” said Avetik Isahakyan's father upon hearing
the news of his son’s birth.

26 27 28 29 30 31 Ugtiinhp Puwhwyjwup suyti £ 1875-h hnyuntidptiph 30-hu,
Ujtipuwunpuwnnid: «f@nn uw (wy |ntn huh ng dhwyu hu
puwnwuhph hwdwp»,~ npaneSunyw ingpp ubing’ wub b
Uytiinhp hPuwhwyjwuh hwjpp:

Mnbinh unnubipp’ Uwhwy huwhwljwup

U Udwuwn Qpgjuiup:

The poet's parents: Sahak Isahakyan
and Almast Glchyan.
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Ujtipuwunpwwn|-Liuhuwywuh nppwungubipnud (1919-
1931) gnpéti b Ynyp Bpbifuwubiph hwdwp btwhiwwnbujws
ujwquwhunwdp, npnd Yup 30 dwunty: 3wy nwuwywu
Gnpwdownnipjwu hhduwnhputiphg dayh' Lhynnwynu
Shapwujwuh nElwdwnpnejwdp tpbfuwutpp unynpnud hu
udwaghbi] nwuwlwu unbindwanpénieiniuutip: Shgpwujwup
dwulynig Ynpgnbig bp inbunnnieiniup bW wnwehuutiphg tn,
np ununwubipp hwpdwpbigntig Ynypbiph Yuwphputiphu:

Lw hwdwnynid & Unyptph dhwynpdwu hhduwnhpp
funphpnwht 3wjwutnwuntd:

An orchestra for blind children, composed of 30
young musicians, operated in the orphanages of
Alexandrapol-Leninakan from 1919 to 1931. Under
the guidance of Nikoghayos Tigranyan, one of the
founders of Armenian classical music, the children
learned to perform classical works. Blind since
childhood himself, Tigranyan was among the first to
adapt sheet music for the visually impaired. He is also
recognized as the founder of the Union of the Blind
in Soviet Armenia.



